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President’s Message   
Larry Pecenka 

                                  Help! Your COAS chapter needs your participation. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
It will soon be very obvious that the ability of COAS to meet public desires and expectations is on the decline. 
Without individuals willing to help carry the work load for programs and activities, cuts have to be made. 
 
First reduction: “Evenings with Nature”. This popular and well attended annual series of presentations does not just 
happen. It takes shared effort to solicit speakers and schedule the event. With the COAS Board of Directors down to 
just four members, it will not happen this year. We still hope to provide a couple presentations over the next few 
months, but a monthly program is not being scheduled. 
 
Does this matter? Does anyone care? The attendance at past programs would seem to indicate a public desire for this 
type of information, education and entertainment. COAS takes pride in having provided this public service. If it 
matters to you and you would like to see this program series continued in the future, let us know. 
 
COAS still has ownership and support for some important projects that benefit the public locally and those outside 
of Central Oregon.  
 
Examples: 
Field trips to Klamath Basin and Fort Rock Valley 
Cabin Lake viewing blind 
Summer Lake viewing blind 
Laughrie Mini-Grant Program 
Providing “Birds of Central Oregon” checklists 
Commenting on resource issues 

(Badlands Wilderness designation, Wild Turkeys, Trumpeter Swans, etc.) 
Financial support 

(Oregon Birds Record committee, Hawkwatch International, Birders Night, etc.) 
Newsletter and Website 
 
The remaining COAS Board of Directors wish to keep this chapter alive, but we need your help. Come to one of our 
monthly Board meeting the first Wednesday of each month and find out more. Your smiling face would be most 
welcome! 
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Tonight’s Fight - Barreds vs Spotteds… 
 

A proposal by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to kill up to 20 barred owls in order to assess that species impacts 
on spotted owls has met with opposition from Audubon and other interest groups, primarily due to the limited 
public input on the proposed action. 
 
The concept for the proposal arose when the USFWS learned that the California Academy of Sciences held state 
and federal permits to take up to 20 barred owls for museum studies. Working with the Academy, the USFWS 
would conduct an experiment in the southern Cascades where a limited barred owl population is increasing and 
impacting spotted owl breeding sites. The removal of barred owls would take place in the steeper and higher 
elevation sites where there are fewer barred owls than at lower elevations.  
 
Though barred owls are expanding their range into the West, owl researches site habitat loss from wildfires and 
harvesting and West Nile Virus as greater impacts to the spotted owl’s decline than the barred owl. But many 
researchers feel that expansion of the barred owl is sure to have a significant impact upon the spotted owl. Just how 
significant is the question. 
 
Continued on next page 

AUDUBON FIELD TRIPS AND CLASSES 
 
With the coming of fall and the long winter nights ahead of us, what better time to 
go on a field trip or take a class on Raptor Identi fication.  We at C.O Audubon will 
be doing both and hope you will join us for a day w ith the birds.  We will be doing 
several trips to the Fort Rock area to observe wint ering raptors and other birds.  
Fort Rock offers us great viewing opportunities of raptors and allows us to study 
the subtle difference between them and learn flight  patterns and color morphs.  
These will be day trips and I hope you can join us.  
 
In February we will again be heading down to Klamat h Falls to see the Bald Eagles 
and other raptors of the area.  Klamath has one of the largest concentrations of 
Bald Eagles in the lower 48 states and we always se e several hundred.  Along with 
the eagles, there are thousands of migrating ducks and geese staging at Klamath 
preparing for their trip north to Canada and Alaska .  This will be an overnight 
trip. 
 
Also we will be offering a Raptor Identification cl ass for all of you who need a 
little brushing up and those who would like to lear n more about the different 
raptors we have in our area.  You do not have to ha ve any prior knowledge of raptors 
to take this class.  With the use of slides and pro ps, we will learn how to tell one 
raptor from another and how they use their special characteristics to hunt in the 
deepest forests or soar high in the sky.   
 
If you are interested in participating in the field  trips or class, all you have to 
do is send me your e-mail address and you will be p ut on our field trip contact 
list.  If you don’t have e-mail, send me your name and phone number and you will be 
included.  You will be notified when a trip or clas s is scheduled so you can sign 
up.  Please send your e-mail addresses to: 
 
Dave Ledder        
cdledder@bendnet.com  
or call 383-7646 
 
Hope to see you on a trip or at a class. 
 
Dave Ledder 
C.O. Audubon Field trip chair 
 



Barreds vs Spotteds continued… 
 
Spotted owls are more specialists, feeding off of arboreal mammals in older forests, than the barred owl, which 
feeds upon similar prey to the spotted owl, but will also take trout, amphibians, grouse, and smaller prey. Because 
of these diets, the range of a spotted owl is much greater than that of the barred owl. 
 
First noted in Washington in 1973, barred owls are now found throughout the Cascades from Washington into 
California. In some areas, like the Elwha River drainage in the Olympic Mountains, researchers have observed a 
total displacement of spotted owls by their larger relatives.  
 
Barred owls have been known to kill spotted owls or to hybridize with them and bearing young called “sparred” 
owls. Even if the experiment was successful, researchers question the ability to stop barred owls from expanding 
into the Northwest. As an update plan for recovery of the northern spotted owl is underway, removal of barred owls 
may be a controversial inclusion. 
 
--Damian Fagan 
 

 
COAS BOARD of DIRECTORS and 
OFFICERS 
 

Larry Pecenka  President 
Vacant  Vice President 
Vacant  Secretary 

Chris Carey Treasurer, (541) 383-4944 

Dave Ledder 
Damian Fagan 
 
 
COAS COMMITTEES and SPECIAL 
PROJECTS 
 

Conservation: Vacant 
Education: Vacant 
Membership: D. Ledder 
Programs: The Board of Directors 
Newsletter: K. Cannon 
Field Trips: D. Ledder 
Finance:  C. Carey, L. Pecenka 
Publicity: Vacant 
Field Notes: Vacant 
Rare Bird Alert: Dean Hale, (541) 388-1770 
 

 
Cabin Lake Guzzler Repairs Completed 

 

 
 
 

All the repairs and improvements to the guzzlers at the 
photo blinds at Cabin Lake have been completed. A new 
water bowl and associated plumbing was installed at the 
upper site in September. Water collection aprons and 
storage tanks were installed last year. The recent 
improvements were necessary when the Forest Service 
shut off the domestic water supply at the guard station that 
provided water to the guzzlers. The new arrangement will 
collect rain water and snow melt during the year, and 
release the water slowly during the dry months. The water 
is shut off about the first of November to keep the pipes 
from freezing and turned on again in the spring.  Cabin 
Lake is located along Forest Service road 18 about ten 
miles north of the town of Fort Rock. 
 

Annual business meeting notice 
 

The annual business meeting for 
COAS will be at the December 7 
board meeting at the Central Oregon 
Environmental Center. The annual 
budget report and election of board 
members and officers will be voted 
on by those members in attendance.   
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Birder’s Night Schedule 
All meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of the month, door opens at 
6:30 pm.  Announcements at 7:00, programs generally begin at 
about 7:30.  Meetings are held at the Central Oregon 
Environmental Center.  Diane and Judy appreciate help from 
everyone with ideas for meetings. 

Contacts: Judy - jmeredit@bendnet.com - 389-4039  
or Diane - doiseau@aol.com - 382-6728 

  
 
October 20 
A Year of  Bird Watching in the West  Frances Wood, a 
Washington author, illustrator and birder, spent years studying 
the annual cycle of nature and the seasonal patterns of bird 
activity. She has written a book "A Year of Bird Watching in the 
West" about this topic. 
 
November 17  
Mystery Slides This is all of us, gathering up and showing our 
own samples of birding photos. 
. 
December NO MEETING December is full of Christmas Bird 
Counts and most need more participants so we don't have a 
meeting.  
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